
Bios for CJSBC event on Friday, January 24, 2020 

Saori N. Katada is Professor and the Chair of Political Science and International Relations 

Department at University of Southern California. 

Her Ph.D. is from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (Political Science) in 1994, and 

her B.A. from Hitotsubashi University (Tokyo).  Before joining USC, she served as a researcher at 

the World Bank in Washington D.C., and as International Program officer at the UNDP in Mexico 

City. 

She is a co-author of two recent books: The BRICS and Collective Financial Statecraft (Oxford 

University Press, 2017), and Taming Japan’s Deflation: The Debate over Unconventional 

Monetary Policy (Cornell University Press, 2018). 

 Her new book Japan’s New Regional Reality: Geoeconomic Strategy in the Asia-Pacific is 
forthcoming from the Columbia University Press in spring 2020.  Her single-authored book 
Banking on Stability: Japan and the Cross-Pacific Dynamics of International Financial Crisis 
Management (University of Michigan Press, 2001) received Masayoshi Ohira Memorial Book 
Award. 
 
 
Mireya Solís is Director of the Center for East Asia Policy Studies (CEAP), Philip Knight Chair in 
Japan Studies, and senior fellow in the Foreign Policy program at Brookings.  Prior to her arrival 
at Brookings, Dr. Solís was a tenured associate professor at American University’s School of 
International Service.  
 
Dr. Solís is an expert on Japanese foreign economic policy, U.S.-Japan relations, international 
trade policy, and Asia-Pacific economic integration.  
 
Solís earned a doctorate in government and a master's in East Asian studies from Harvard 
University, and a bachelor's in international relations from El Colegio de México.  She is trustee 
of the Japan-America Society of Washington DC and steering committee member of the 
Leadership Council for Women in National Security.  
 
Her book, Dilemmas of a Trading Nation, received the 2018 Masayoshi Ohira Memorial Award 
and the Japanese edition was published by Nikkei Press in October 2019. 
 
Solís has offered expert commentary to The New York Times, Financial Times, Washington Post, 
LA Times, Politico, The New Yorker, Nikkei, Kyodo News, Asahi Shimbun, Jiji Press, Japan Times, 
NHK World, Bloomberg, CNN, and BBC, among others. 
 
 

  



Dr. Masahiro Kawai is Professor Emeritus and Specially Appointed Professor, Graduate School 
of Public Policy, University of Tokyo & Director General, Economic Research Institute for 
Northeast Asia (ERINA)   
 
Dr. Masahiro KAWAI holds a BA in economics from the University of Tokyo and an MS in 
statistics and a PhD in economics from Stanford University. 
 
Dr. Kawai began his professional career as a Research Fellow at the Brookings Institution and 
then taught economics at The Johns Hopkins University and the University of Tokyo. 
 
Dr. Kawai also served as: Chief Economist for the World Bank's East Asia and the Pacific Region; 
Deputy Vice Minister of Finance for International Affairs and President of the Policy Research 
Institute of Japan's Ministry of Finance; Special Advisor to the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
President in charge of regional economic cooperation and integration; and Dean and CEO of the 
Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI). 
 
While teaching at the University of Tokyo, he is also heading the Economic Research Institute 
for Northeast Asia (ERINA), and is a Councilor of the Bank of Japan, a Senior Fellow at the Policy 
Research Institute of Japan's Finance Ministry, and a Distinguished Research Fellow of the Japan 
Forum on International Relations.  
 
Dr. Kawai's recent publications focus on Asian economic integration. He has published a 
number of books and more than 180 academic articles on open-economy macroeconomic 
issues, regional economic integration and cooperation, and the international economic system.  
 

 


